IDENTIFICATION OF TREES AND SHRDBS TOR HEDGE DATING

By Cyril Holden

From the articles on hedge dating in Pottera' Field and Ringmer Park in
Ringmer History Nos.l and 2 it will be noted that the number of trees and
woody shrubs in our Ripgmer hedgerows is limited to ghout 20 species; of
these, only a dozen oI 2Q Are =een freguently and 1t 1s not easy (generally)
to identify some kinds, because leaf outlines and growth are similar. Tor
the would he "hedge dater” or casual stroller along our lanes, footpaths or

hedges the following descriptions and illustrations may be helpful.

Of the larger native treea which usually escaps annual hedge irimming [(so
necessary but very disfiguring) are the Cak, Ash, Willews and until recent
losses, the Blm, which fortunaiely has survived in asveral stretches as a
shrub in trimmsd hedges, resulting in much smaller leaves than those on a

tree.

THE COMMON OAK (Quercus rebur) ia the species we

have most in the South and is easily recognised in
Summear. In Winter, buds can be seen clustered at
the &nd of twigs. Acorns are borne on long stems
and the marble-size hard growths on branches called

Oak-apples or Galls are fairly commen. These foretold

disaster according to Leonard Mascall, a l6th century
Sguire of Plumpton, as follows - “the largsr galla or
apples foretell three things — war, dearth and pestilence, for if you open up
them which are whole, vou shall find either a little flie, spider or WOrm.

If the flie flieth away it betokeneth that there will be warre; if the little
wornm doe escape 1i is a sigon of dearth that year; if the spider doe run to and

fra an infinite number of vestilent diseases™ (1).

ASH {Frawinus excelsior) belongs to the Qlive family

and i= the last of our natlve frees to come into
leaf. There are 3 - 7 pairs of lesaflets, shallow-
toothed, whieh fall when still green. Twiga have
distinctive black buds in winter to make identificat-

ton simpler and when cut back by hedge trimming

several branches grow from the base or gometimes from
a short trunk. Leonard Mascall says that "a decoetion of .ash tree taken ia good

to make fat folk thin" ! {12
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FIELD MAPLE (Acer campesire). Freguently seen

tocally in older hedgerows as a shrub, raraly with
g trunk except in coppices. It has slightly hairy
twigs and deep green leaves which have five lobes
and are mich smaller than the Sycamore {Acer

pseudoplatangg} which was introduced into Britain

in late medleval times. In autumn itz leaaves

change to & bright yellow, making the shrub easily
distinguished in a mixed hedge, A long stretch

can be soen on the Eaat side of Neaves Lane (off Laughton Road} beyond and

opposite the Water Treatment Works,

WILLOWE (Salix), The Pussy f(or
Goat) (caprez), Grey (clnersa) and
Crack £iagilis) can be found in
moister areas, such as ponds and
desn ditches, Leavea of Puséy are
rounder, being leas than trice as
leng as broad, whilst the Grey has
leaves at least twice as long as
proad, Crack Willow laaves are
narrow and long and readily break
at the joints with main branches, and can be rooted sasily. The "Weeping"
species with its long pendulcus branches is sometimes =seen in the locrlity and

is said o be & native tree of China, intreduced into Britain in the IBth Century.

HORMNGEAM, HAYEL, BEECH AND ENGLISH ELM. Although usuelly looked upon as trees

these seldom grow to maturity with a largze trunk; they have leaves similar in

Hornbeam Beech outline as will be

zeen from the illust-
rationa, HBORNBEAM

(Carpinus betulus} is

frequently found in

some stretches of

"hedgercw and has
lepaves which are
Longary and narrower
than Hazel or Beech,
bging prominently
veined and marginally -

double—taothed: its



leaves remain brown in winter and drop when new growth appears, Aithough
there waz no evidence of this shrubk in the Pofters‘ Fleld surwvéy, it is fairly
widespread along Ringmer lanes, including the eastern hedge of Brovle Lane
and ogeasiconzlly on fhe northern 3ide of Norlington Tane. The Flizabethans

maintained that Hornheam "haa least moisture gnd maketh hest coazle' (13,

HAREL ({Coryvlus avellanz) 1if left uncut produces a trunk but is ganerally a
masé of long branches. Leaves are almost round with toothed margins and
pointed tips, with 2 silky sheen on uppermo=t side. In Wovemher and
December catkins hang from the upper branchez of untrimmed treos, to vield
nuts durine the following autumn, It iz ong of the rarer trees or shrubs
bt there are several in Hedges numbers A5 and Al7 in Potters' Field (Fig.i

in the No.l issus). BEECH ({Fagus sylvatica) is seen locally more as a

garden hedge than a tree, and rarely in hedgerows. Its leaves are pointed
and oval with wavy margins, not toothed, with a2 shiny uppermost surface. It
was said in the 1&th Centuff "t heal chapped lips if chawed" {17, ENGLISH

B (Ulmus proceral) haz coarsely foothed leaves which are urnegual-zided at

the base. | Terminal buds fall in the autumn and growth restarts in spring
from the topmest side branches which are short and go out at a wide angle.
There 1s & long stretch of this in a trinmed hedge along the west side of

RBroyle Lane at the northern end, and round into ¥orlington Lane,

COMMON HAWTHORN  (Crataegus monopyna) is the

Hawthora - shrub most used for hedging because of 1ts

guick growth (hence the name "Cuickthorn'

of garlier times) and abllity to form a fairly
impenetrable harrier for encloaing livestocok,
The leaves are lobed and toothed growing on
apine topped lateral branches of varying
langths, Flowera are white or pink turning te

bright red or orange berriss in the agtumn,

ELDER (Sambucus nigra) is fast growing and can
quickly bkecome a tree if conditiens allow. A
legsf has 2-3 paira of lateral leaflets with a
terminal one and are long pointed, =lightly
toothed, With rather an unpleasant amell, Flat—
topped flower clusters ripen into the well-

kncwn elderberrles on red stalks.

SPIFDLE (Euonymus surcpasus) , Although called

a tree, thls is usually found in hedgerows as a

shrub, with long sgquarizh ftwigs. Its hright
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distinetive four-lobed pink fruits hang from long atalka in earlj autumn.
Underneath the bark on its branches the wood is very smooth and round, in
garlier years used for wool-spinning bobbins and butchers' skewers, It
alsc vislds fine charcoal for artists' drawings. A good example is in the
front garden of a house adjacent to the lane leading up to Lower Barn East,
opposite Ringuer School, Also there are several in the loczlity of the

Bridge in Green Lans and here and there in Norlington Lane,

BLACKTHCOEN (Prunus spinesa). This is another popular

gshruh for creating a2 good barrier and is often planted
together with Hawtheorn in the Hedgerows, Its dark, almost
klaclk, hranches and lateral spiny twigs have leaves which are

eliliptical and ezsily distinguished from Quickthorn. In spring,

the shrub is covered with small white flowers which develop

into sloes where the hedge is untrimmed.

DOGWODD  (Cornus sanguinea}. In our area thiz deciduous

shrub is found in hedgerows, especially ihe oldef ones,
but generally fhrivea in woods and scrub. Taving an
elliptical outline with rounded hase and dipmpled surface,
its leaves have long peointed tips, and turn reddish
purple in the auturmn, When facing south its branches
turn reddish and bear clustera of black berries at the
tips. An alternative name was "gadtree' or ‘poadtree'

a=s it yielded branchesa to prod oxen when ploughing. Alse

'Dog' is the term used by lumbermen for a sharp spike.
& long hedge of this colourful shrub is mixed in with

Field Maple in Neawves Lane, beyend and opposite the Water Treatment Works,

COMMON PRIVET (Ligustrum vulgare), Thiz is =imtlar to the breadsr leaves
species used for garden hedgos, but has narrower, short-stalked
leaves which are evergreen and oval with smooth margios. Ttz
poisonous purple herries are borne in clusters at the tips of

branches in early autiunn,

The advice given by Eileen Howard to the author during the compilation of this

article is gratefully acknowledged.

REFEREXCE {1} The Countryman's Jewel by W.A.Woosdward, publiashed by Chapman
and H#all, 1930,
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